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SAFE is founded as 
LOEWE Center, funded 
by the State of Hesse, 
as a cooperation of 
Goethe University and 
the Center for Financial 
Studies (CFS)
Jan 2013

SAFE is evaluated 
by the Leibniz 

Association and 
the Federal 

Science Council 
(Wissenschafts-

rat)
Feb-May 2018

SAFE is granted 
access to the 
Leibniz 
Association due 
to excellent 
evaluation 
reports 
May 2019

SAFE joins the 
Leibniz 
Association as 
a new Leibniz 
Institute
Jan 2020

Florian Heider 
takes over 

Scientific 
Directorship 

from Jan Pieter 
Krahnen
Dec 2022

A short history of SAFE
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About Leibniz
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Publicly funded research in Germany

Inside University Outside University

2 2 2 2
Humanities & 
Educational 
Research

Life Sciences
Mathematics, 

Natural Sciences, 
Engineering

Environmental 
Sciences

Economics, 
Social Sciences 
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German Institute for 
Economic Research 

Berlin

Halle Institute for 
Economic Research ifo Institute

Kiel Institute for the 
World Economy

Leibniz Center for 
European Economic 

Research

Leibniz Institute for 
Economic Research

Leibniz Institute for 
Financial Research 

SAFE
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Full time Professors

“Bridge Professors”

Postdoctoral Researchers

PhD/Doctoral Students

Funding of which 6.2 Mio € public funding 
(2023) 

8
9

10
26

7 Mio €   

SAFE in Numbers
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SAFE Professors

Christine Laudenbach
Dir. Dep. "Household Finance"

Loriana Pelizzon
Deputy Scientific Director, 

Dir. Dep. "Financial Markets"

Tobias Tröger
Dir. Cluster "Law and Finance"

Florian Heider
Scientific Director,

Dir. Dep. "Financial Intermediation" 
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Alexander Hillert
Dir. Research Data Center

Peter Andre
Assist. Prof. Behavioral Finance

Florian Heeb (as of 1.8.24)
Assist. Prof. Sustainable Finance

Pascal Paul (as of 1.10.24)
Dir. Dep. ”Macro & Finance"
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SAFE Postdoctoral Researchers
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Nikolai Badenhoop
Sustainable Finance, 
Financial Regulation

Olga Balakina
Household Finance, 

Financial Literacy

Claes Bäckman
Morgage Market Design, 

Housing Markets

Vincent Lindnder
Financial Policy Officer

Co-Head SAFE Policy Center

Jonas Schlegel
Financial Economist

Co-Head SAFE Policy Center

Bianca Putz
Household Finance,
Behavioral Finance

Max Riedel
Capital Markets, 

Securitization

Sebastian Steuer
Privat Law, Commercial 
Law, Law & Economics

Marina Traversa
Financial 

Intermediation

Katia Vozian
Financial Markets, 

ESG
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SAFE Doctoral Students (link to program)
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https://safe-frankfurt.de/about-safe/career/phd-in-finance.html
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Publications
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Publikationen in Top Journals (A+)

Journal of Financial Economics: 6 

Review of Financial Studies: 3

American Economic Review: 1

Journal of Finance: 3

Quarterly Journal of Economics: 1

Review of Economic Studies: 1
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Peer reviewed journal publications
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Data center
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SAFE is tightly integrated with Goethe University
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