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Public commitment on European statistics by the ESB

The ESCB'’s statistical function is based on a legahdate to collect all necessary and relevantidata
order to produce and disseminate impartial, redialappropriate, timely, consistent and accessible
statistics in the areas under the ESCB'’s respditgibiVhere appropriate, these statistics complyhwi
European and internationally agreed standardsgeties and good practices. The independence granted
to the ESCB under Article 130 of tieeaty on the Functioning of the European Union entatapng
other things, that there is no political interfezenn the compilation and dissemination of statagti
information.

The ESCB attaches great importance to the qualif{s cstatistics. It therefore takes into considiera
internationally agreed quality standards, such lasseé formulated in the IMF'SSpecial Data
Dissemination Standar@ndData Quality Assessment Framewowhich are in turn rooted in tHéN's

Fundamental Principles of Official Statisticd/ithout prejudice to thérotocol on the Statute of the

European System of Central Banks and of the Euroggentral Bank(hereinafter referred to as “the

Statute”), it collaborates with the European Stiaté System (ESS), which comprises Eurostat (the
Statistical Office of the European Union (EU)), thational statistical institutes and other national
statistical authorities, and takes account of thecples laid down in thécuropean Statistics Code of

Practice for the National and Community Statistisathorities

The ESCB aims to perform its statistical functidifeetively and to use resources efficiently when
collecting, compiling and disseminating statistits.accordance with primary and secondary EU law
(Article 130 of the Treaty and Article 5 of the iz, and Council Regulation 2533/98 as amended by
Council Regulation 951/2009 respectively), the & collect the necessary statistical informandan
appropriate quality while keeping the reportingd®ir on respondents to a minimum, guaranteeing their
privacy and protecting the confidentiality of thenpublic information they provide. The possiblase,

for administrative purposes, of confidential stated information supplied by individual reportdrsthe
ESCB is limited to information on businesses thaula otherwise have to submit the same information
to the ESCB twice (e.g. for minimum reserves puegdpsnd must be provided by law. In addition, the
ESCB guarantees that confidential statistical mfmtion provided by an ESS authority is used for
statistical purposes only.

In the performance of its statistical function 88CB is committed to good governance and the highes
ethical standards, as well as to executing itsstaslk spirit of cooperation and teamwork.

In short, and in line with th&urosystem Mission StatemeSCB statistics are governed by a set of

principles referring to the ESCB'’s institutionaM@onment, statistical processes and statisticgwiu



Institutional environment

The institutional set-up in which statistics ar@guced has a significant impact on their qualithe T
institutional environment significantly affects thategrity and credibility of the production and
dissemination of statistics. The relevant pring@pldat apply are: 1) professional independence,
2) mandate for data collection, 3) adequacy of usss, 4) commitment to quality, 5) statistical
confidentiality and 6) impartiality and objectivity

Principle 1: Professional independence

“Professional independence” has two dimensionsiéncontext of the ESCB’s statistical function. girs
the independence of the ESCB is guaranteed byl&rti80 of the Treaty and Article 7 of the Statute.
This applies to all tasks performed by the ESCB iamglies that there is to be no political interigce in

the ESCB’s performance of its statistical functiim.accordance with the Statute, the ESCB shall not
“seek or take instructions from EU institutions,di@s, offices or agencies from any government of a
Member State or from any other body”. Second, tieelyction of ESCB statistics must meet the criterio
of scientific independence, which implies that tieice of sources, definitions, methodologies and
statistical techniques for the development and yectdn of ESCB statistics, as well as decisionsuabo
the timing and content of all forms of disseminatimust be guided solely by statistical considersti

Indicators:

1. The independence of the ESCB statistical functromfpolitical and other external interference in
developing, producing and disseminating Europeatis§its is guaranteed by law.

2.  The ESCB statistical function has responsibilitydasuring that European statistics are developed,
produced and disseminated in an independent manner.

3. The ESCB statistical function has the sole respaitgi for deciding on statistical methods,
standards and procedures, and on the contentraimd)tof statistical releases.

4.  The statistical work programmes are published amibdic reports describe progress made.
5.  Statistical releases are clearly distinguishedissuked separately from political/policy statements.

6. The ESCB, when appropriate, comments publicly aisdical issues, including criticisms and
misuses of official European statistics.

Principle 2: Mandate for data collection

“Mandate for data collection” means that the ESCBsmhave a clear legal mandate to collect
information for European statistical purposes. Mwer, it is empowered to impose sanctions on
reporting agents which fail to comply with theiriglations.



Indicators:

1. The mandate of the ESCB to collect informationtfa production and dissemination of European
statistics is specified in law.

2.  Onthe basis of a legal act, the ESCB may competdbponse to statistical surveys.

Principle 3: Adequacy of resources

“Adequacy of resources” means that human and fiahresources, facilities and the IT infrastructare
used as efficiently as possible and are commereswigt the statistical work programme.

Indicators:

1.  Skilled staff, and financial and computing resosr@dequate both in magnitude and in quality, are
available to meet current European statistical seed

2.  The scope, detail and cost of European statistecs@nmensurate with needs.
3. Procedures exist to assess and justify demandeeifeEuropean statistics against their cost.

4, Procedures exist to assess the continuing needllf@uropean statistics, to see if any can be
discontinued or curtailed to free up resources.

Principle 4: Commitment to quality

“Commitment to quality” means that the ESCB stat#t function is committed to quality. It
systematically and regularly identifies strengtingl aveaknesses to continuously improve process and
product quality.

Indicators:
1.  Quality policy is defined and made available to plaélic.
2. Procedures are in place to plan and monitor thétyguwd the statistical production process.

3. Product quality is regularly monitored, assessetiraported upon according to the ESCB quality
criteria.

4.  There is a regular and thorough review of the katistical outputs.

Principle 5: Statistical confidentiality

“Statistical confidentiality” means the protectiah confidential statistical information that relatéo
single statistical units and is collected by ESCBmbers either directly from reporting agents or
indirectly from ESS authorities or other nation@lrnational entities. Confidential statisticalanmhation

that is transmitted between an ESS authority anB&@0B member should not be used for purposes that
are not exclusively statistical, such as for adstrative or tax purposes, for legal proceedinggoor
verification or sanctioning in accordance with Aldéis 6 and 7 of Council Regulation 2533/98. Such
information should only be accessible to thosd gifforming statistical tasks within the speciiemain

to which the information relates. Moreover, the BSGust take all regulatory, administrative, teclahic
and organisational measures that are necessaryotecp confidential statistical information from
unlawful disclosure or use.



P w0 N

Indicators:

Statistical confidentiality is guaranteed by law.
Staff sign legal confidentiality commitments on ajppment.
Penalties are prescribed for any wilful breachestatistical confidentiality.

Guidelines and instructions are provided to staffttoe protection of statistical confidentiality in
the production and dissemination processes. Thédemtiality policy is made known to the
public.

Physical, technological and organisational provisi@re in place to protect the security and
integrity of statistical databases.

Strict protocols apply to external users accessiatistical microdata for research purposes.

At least once a year the ECB decision-making bogigdish a report on the application of the
principle of statistical confidentiality.

Principle 6: Impartiality and objectivity

“Impartiality” means that ESCB statistics must beveloped, produced and disseminated in a neutral

manner. Furthermore, they must be equally accessidll users in order to maintain public confiden

in the integrity of the policy decisions of whidkely form the basis.

“Objectivity” means that ESCB statistics must beealeped, produced and disseminated in a systematic,

reliable and unbiased manner. It implies adherdgacprofessional and ethical standards and that the

policies and practices followed are transparenisgrs and respondents.

Indicators:

1.  Statistics are collected, compiled and disseminatedn objective basis determined by statistical
considerations.

2.  Choices of sources and statistical methods asasedecisions about the dissemination of statistics
are informed by statistical considerations.

3. Errors discovered in published statistics are abekbat the earliest possible date and publicised.

4, Information on the methods and procedures usedtkgly available.

5.  Statistical release dates and times are pre-anedunc

6. Advance notice is given on major revisions or clengn methodologies, source data and
techniques.

7. All European statistics are made available to sdlra. Any privileged pre-release access is limited,
controlled and publicised. In the event that leagsur, pre-release arrangements are revised so as
to ensure impatrtiality.

8.  Statistical releases and statements made in ppe$asrences are objective and non-partisan.

9.  Special press briefings are held to announce apldiexmajor new statistical releases.



Statistical processes

The processes used for the development, collegimtessing and dissemination of statistics canstit
the core of all statistical systems. The relevaimdiples are: 1) sound methodology, 2) appropriate
statistical procedures, 3) minimisation of the mtipg burden and 4) cost-effectiveness.

Principle 7: Sound methodology

“Sound methodology” means that, in developing aachmiling statistics, the ESCB shall use a sound
statistical methodology based on ESCB and EU legisl and standards, and/or internationally agreed
standards, guidelines or best practice.

Indicators:

1. The overall methodological framework used for Ewap statistics follows European and other
international standards, guidelines and good mestilt takes account of the views of ESCB users.

2. Procedures are in place to ensure that standardepts definitions and classifications are
consistently applied to European statistics.

3. The ESCB data collection systems are regularlyustat and adjusted if necessary in order to
ensure high quality.

4.  Graduates in the relevant academic disciplineseamiited.
5. A policy of continuous vocational training is impiented for staff.

6. Cooperation with the scientific community is orgsed to improve methodology and the
effectiveness of the methods implemented and tmpte better tools when feasible.

Principle 8: Appropriate statistical procedures

“Appropriate statistical procedures” means thateaffle and efficient statistical procedures are
implemented throughout the statistical productibaii.

Indicators:

1. When European statistics are based on adminigra@a, the definitions and concepts used for
administrative purposes must be a good approximatidghose required for statistical purposes.

2. In case of statistical surveys, questionnairesgstematically tested prior to the data collection.

3. Survey designs, sample selections and estimatidhaaie are well based and regularly reviewed

and revised as required.

4. The processes used for the development, collectompilation and production of European
statistics are well documented and regularly reggwo assess their efficiency and effectiveness.
They allow published data to be linked with rawadand the quality adjustment and other
statistical estimates made during the productiacgss to be retrieved.

5. The information systems dedicated to statistics paowided with the appropriate tools for all
statistical activities.

6. Revisions follow standard, well-established andgparent procedures.



7. The ESCB is involved in the design of administmatidata in order to make these data more
suitable for statistical purposes.

8.  Agreements are made with owners of administratata gvhich set out their shared commitment to
the use of these data for statistical purposes.

9. The ESCB cooperates with owners of administratata ¢h assuring data quality.

Principle 9: Minimisation of the reporting burden

“Minimisation of the reporting burden” means thhe tESCB must establish appropriate procedures to
enable user requirements to be met while minimidimg burden on reporting agents and without
compromising the quality of ESCB statistics.

Indicators:
1.  The reporting burden for providers of Europeansias is minimised.

2. A merits and costs analysis is carried out bef@aw or substantially enhanced statistics are put
into regular production.

3. The information sought from businesses is, asdguassible, readily available from their accounts
and electronic means are used where possible itiefecits return.

4.  Administrative sources are used whenever possibd@aid duplicating requests for information.
5. Data sharing is generalised in order to avoid mlitttion of surveys.

6. Measures that enable the linking of data sourcegmmMmoted in order to reduce the reporting
burden.

Principle 10: Cost-effectiveness

“Cost-effectiveness” means that the costs of produ&SCB statistics must be in proportion to their
merits and that resources must be used optimalher@d/appropriate, the information to be collectedsim
be extracted from available records or sources.

Indicators:
1. Internal and independent external measures mahiouse of resources.

2. Major innovations in statistical processes or infation technology are introduced in all steps of
the production and dissemination of statistics.
3. Proactive efforts are made to improve the stadibtpotential of administrative data and limit

recourse to direct surveys.

4. The ESCB promotes and implements standardisedi@mutthat increase effectiveness and
efficiency.



High output quality

“High output quality” encompasses the following diyprinciples: relevance; accuracy and reliability
(including stability); consistency (or coherencedacomparability; timeliness (including punctug)jty
and accessibility and clarity.

Principle 11: Relevance

“Relevance” means that ESCB statistics must fglfiited or implied user needs. These needs may alter
over time as a result of changes in the economitt@mment.

Indicators:

1. Processes are in place to consult users, monitorefevance and utility of existing statistics in
meeting their needs, and consider their emergiegsand priorities.

2. Users’ needs are prioritised and priority needgefitected in the work programme.

3. User satisfaction is monitored on a regular basis.

Principle 12: Accuracy and reliability (including stability)

“Accuracy and reliability (including stability)” nas that ESCB statistics must provide accurate and
reliable information on the phenomenon that theyiatended to measure. “Accuracy” can be defined as
the closeness of the statistical output to the rfomln) true value of the variable that is being mead,
while “reliability” refers to the closeness of reed estimations of a specific statistic to theahwalue
released.

Indicators:
1.  Source data, intermediate results and statistigpiuts are regularly assessed and validated.
2. The ESCB applies sound data collection systemspitation procedures and estimation methods.

3. Revisions are regularly analysed in order to as$esstability of the data and to improve statedtic
processes.

4.  When one or more events has a substantial impat¢herstatistical output, the reasons for the
presence of such outliers are explained, unlessdifirevented by confidentiality considerations.

5.  The ESCB explains the reasons for sizeable re\gsion

Principle 13: Timeliness (including punctuality)

“Timeliness (including punctuality)” means that BSGtatistics must be timely and punctual, whereby
“timeliness” refers to the time lag between the ilabdity of the information and the event or
phenomenon to which it relates and “punctualityfere to the time lag between the actual date efssd

of the data and the date by when the data showigl heen released.

Indicators:
1. As a minimum, timeliness meets the European amdriational release standards.

2. A standard daily time for the release of Europdatissics is made public.



3. The periodicity of European statistics takes intooaint user requirements as much as possible.

4. Divergence from the dissemination time schedufilsicised in advance and explained and a new
release date is set.

Principle 14: Consistency and comparability

“Consistency and comparability” means that ESCHsties must be consistent: (1) over time, (2) with
the dataset that is published in a single relg@3&cross datasets and (4) across different freges for

the same dataset, and that, where appropriatenthet/be (5) comparable with statistics of othgiaes

and countries. In this context, the coherenceaifssical information refers to the degree to whitcban

be successfully combined with other statisticabinfation within a broad analytical framework anaiov
time. Consistent statistics also facilitate intéior@zal comparisons. The use of standard concepts,
classifications and target populations promotesmaice, as does the use of a common methodology
across surveys.

Indicators:

1. Statistics are internally coherent and consisteet @rithmetic and accounting identities are
observed). Flows and changes in stocks are readheil

2.  Statistics are consistent or reconcilable overmaagpable period of time.

3.  Statistics are compiled on the basis of commondstals with respect to scope, definitions, units
and classifications in the different surveys andarses.

4.  Statistics from the different sources and of dédferperiodicity are compared and reconciled.

5.  Statistics are based on internationally agreed eqaiscand definitions, insofar as relevant, in order
to enable international comparisons to be drawmc€ptual differences, if any, are made public.

Principle 15: “Accessibility and clarity”

“Accessibility and clarity” means that informatiom data and metadata must be presented in a cidar a
understandable form, as well as easily and readiéylable to all users.

Indicators:

1. Statistics and the corresponding metadata are miesbein a form that facilitates proper
interpretation and meaningful comparisons.

2. Dissemination services use modern information amdnounication technology. Key statistics are
released by means of a press release.

3. Access to microdata is allowed for research purpasé is subject to specific rules or protocols.
4. Metadata are documented according to standardiséatiata systems.

5. Users are kept informed about the methodology afissical processes including the use of
administrative data.

6. Users are kept informed on the quality of statidtioutputs, as defined in these ESCB quality
criteria.

7. The ESCB statistical function provides assistanagsers in accessing and understanding the data.



